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to the respective governors directed that, once a year or
oftener, they were to convene the burgesses, who, together
with the governor and his council, were empowered to make
laws (which should correspond as nearly as possible to the laws
of England)—the governor having the right of veto.
During the years 1625-41 the plantation made steady pro-
gress.   Perhaps the greatest obstacle to rapid growth was the
high mortality among the early colonists.   It is said that, of
those embarking in English harbours, three out of every four,
perhaps five out of every six, died prematurely, some during
the voyage in small, crowded ships, more from malaria and
other diseases prevalent in and around Jamestown, and from
Indian attacks.   Nevertheless the survivors persevered,  and
even prospered.   Most of the settlers were either small land-
owners or indentured labourers who had contracted to serve
a master for four or five years. When they had completed their
time, they might become small landowners or hired workers.
Land was either leased or bought, subject to a quitrent to the
king, which at the time, however, was rarely paid. Apart from
the building of houses and a few ships, there was little or no
industrial life.   The early attempts to make glass, &c., had
completely failed and the sole dependence was now upon
agriculture. The two staple crops were Indian corn and tobacco,
the former for consumption at home, and the latter for export.
The second permanent English colony in America was made
by the Pilgrim Fathers.  They were a body of separatists who
had sought on foreign soil the freedom of worship denied them
at home,  A group of them had been in the habit of making
Scrooby Manor, in Nottinghamshire, their head-quarters, but
in 1608 a number, from Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, and
Norfolk, thought it prudent to emigrate to Amsterdam. There
they found other separatists, but, because of the prevalence of
many contentions, they moved to Leyden within a year.  At
that place they remained for another eleven years, when some
of them decided to move once again. On the whole, though
unmolested by the tolerant Dutch authorities, they had been
disappointed in the spiritual results of their sojourn abroad.
After much heart-searching,  the determination was finally
reached that some of the refugees of Leyden should combine
with merchants in England to make a plantation across the
Atlantic. Unlike the Virginians, they were never incorporated

